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1 following diſcourſe was preached 
at the requeſt of Mr. EDW ARD SCALEs, 


Jeweller in the Strand, on the occaſion of 
his marriage with Miss Home of Snow-hill, 
LoNDoN.----They were married on the 
11th of May, 1775, and the ſermon was 
| preached on the Lord's day followigg.--- 
Without the miniſter's knowledge, it was 
taken in /hort-hand, with a view to its 
future publication : the Gentleman, there- 
fore, who took it down, was requeſted to 
tranſcribe it; but being at that time very 
much engaged with his own private affairs, 
ſeveral months elapſed, before he could 
find convenient opportunity for it: which 
is the reaſon why it was not publiſhed 
ſooner. The diſcourſe indeed hath under- 
gone a conſiderable alteration, though not 
with reſpect to ſentiment or doctrine. And, 
in order to make it the more uſeful, I have 
not only added to it in ſeveral places, but 
have alſo much enlarged the exhortation 
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of it.---I have prayed and labored to make 
it uſeful to all---If the doctrine be ſcrip- 
tural and rational, the language plain and 
familiar, and the expreſſions decent and 
proper; I hope a divine bleſſing will at- 
tend the peruſal of it: and then I ſhall lit- 
tle regard any cenſure which ſome ſort of 
critics may think proper to paſs upon it. 
- wiſh indeed, and hope that perſons 
of ſuperior abilities, may hereby be excited 
to treat the ſubject with greater propriety 
and elegance, according to its true merit 
and importance ; for no man 1s approved 
or commended of the Lord, according to 
the greatneſs or number of talents, which 
he poſſeſſes, and which God bath given him; 
but according to the uſe, and improve- 
ment which he makes of them.---Truth 
and edification are the things which I 
chiefly aim at; and whatſoever tends to 
manifeſt the former, and promote the 
latter, no wiſe and good man will either 
deſpiſe or condemn ; although the attempt 
may be attended with much weakneſs, 
and imperfection. And, in my humble 
opinion, that ſtile, and thoſe writings 
which are plain and eaſy to be underſtood ; 
are moſt likely to be extenſively uſeful, 
ne of general benefit to mankind ; be- 
teak 
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cauſe they are ſuited, and adapted to the 
capacities of the unlearned, and the com- 
mon people; who are, by far, the greateſt 
part of all nations, towns, and places of 
the habitable world. And for this cauſe 
alſo, that which is counted prolix, and 
needleſs repetition by others, is not ſo by 
them ; but rather to many of them, who 
are, as children in underſtanding, it is both 
neceflary and profitable : for to ſuch per- 
ſons, Precept muſt be upon precept, 
and line upon line, here a little and there 
a little.” Should it be thought, therefore, 
by the more diſcerning and judicious, that 
in ſome parts of the diſcourſe, I have, as 
it were, over-worded it, or been diffuſely te- 
dious ; by repeating again and again the 
very ſame things; yet, as I have done 
it merely for the ſake of inſtructing the 
ignorant, and with a view to the profit of, 
thoſe who are dull of apprehenfion, and 
forgetful hearers ; may I not hope, from 
the truly wiſe and learned, to meet with 
that candor and indulgence which is fo 
peculiar to men of their character: eſ- 
pecially, as the apoſtles themſelves, ſeem 
to have thought, that ſuch ſort of repetittons, 
were neither unneceſſary, nor unprofitable ; 
fee Phil. iii. 1.2. Pet, 1. 12, 13.---Should 
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afiy of my readers ſuppoſe me, in ſome 
points, to be miſtaken, which perhaps 
may be the caſe, yet as I am not conſcious 
of aiming at any thing but truth, and 
peace; whatever, by way of objection, may 
be urged againſt me, either from the di- 


vine word, juſt reaſoning, or matter of 
fact; I hope I ſhall always have an ear 


to hear; and never deſpiſe, nor reject it. 


Pexnays, the very novelty of the ſub- 


ject may offend ſome weak and ſuperſtitious 
perſons, who can reliſh nothing but what 
comes recommended by cuſtom or tradi- 
tion: for though funeral diſcourſes are com- 


mon from moſt pulpits, a Wedding Sermon is 


- 


very rarely heard of; and yet the ſubject, 


perhaps, is fully as copious, and to thoſe 
whom it concerns, equally intereſting and 


important: And were it often treated by 
able, and judicious miniſters, it might 
prove a means of preventing many raſh, and 
unhappy marriages; and conſequently of 
much miſchief, and ſorrow in the world: 
for, I think, it cannot be denied, that the 
behavior and conduct of married perſons 
one towards the other, hath a conſiderable 
influence, not on their own peace and hap- 
pineſs only; but alſo on the peace and hap- 
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pineſs both of their ſervants, and children, 
and friends; and of ſociety in general. 
That the duties incumbent on both parties 
are, by many, ſo little regarded, and great- 
ly neglected; is, owing perhaps, in a great 


meaſure, to their being, either ignorant, or 


forgetful of their ſolemn vows ; and that be- 


+ cauſe, they are not properly inſtructed in 


the nature of thoſe duties, or are ſeldom re- 
minded of them *. And is it not ſtran 

that miniſters, who ſpeak of almoſt every 
other divine ſubject, ſhould ſo generally 
neglect this, when the apoſtles, both Peter 
and Paul, have written ſo largely of it? 
« For all ſcripture 1s given by inſpiration of 


God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 


proof, for correction, and for inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs ; that the man of God may 


be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good works.“ 
R. E, 


* To ſupply this defect; may I be permitted to 
recommend, to married perſons, the ſerious and 
annual peruſal of the following diſcourſe, (until they 
meet with a better): and what time ſo proper 
for it as on their WEepbinG-pay. For, by this 


means, being often reminded of their mutual obli- 


gations, both parties may be led to ſee wherein they 


had offended, and be excited alſo for the time to 


come, to he more careful, and diligent, in the exact 
performance of their duty one towards the other, 
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EPHESIANS. 317, 32, 33. 


For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his fathet 
« and mother, and ſhall be joined unto his 
« wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh, 

* This is a great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concern« 
ing Chriſt and the Church. 

« Nevertheleſs let every one of you in particus 
« lar ſo love his wife, even as himſelf; and 
« the wife ſee that ſhe reverence her huſband.” 


F we look a little back into this chapter, we 
1 ſhall plainly ſee the origin, and ground of all 
the directions, exhortations, and command- 
ments, which the apoſtle hath here given unto 
married perſons ; for they are evidently founded 
in, and built upon, that fear of God, which he 
had mentioned in ver. 21.“ Submitting your- 
felves one to another in the fear of God.” The 
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word UT 0TXTTOfhev0k here rendered ſubmitting, des 
notes an orderly ſubjection of the leſs to the 
greater, in that particular ſtation, rank and 


order, wherein God hath wiſely placed us, ac- | 


cording to his own will.---God is pot the author 
of confuſion and ſtrife, but of order and peace; 
and that in all his ways, and in all his works; 
whether they reſpect angels or men; things earth- 
ly, or things heavenly ; both in the kingdom 
of nature, and the kingdom of grace, Now the 
divine economy and ſubordination in the 
Church of Chriſt, which the apoſtle treats of 
in the paſſage before us, is a beautiful arrange- 
ment, or diſpoſition, and fixing of perſons in 
their proper place and order; both for the 
honor and glory of God, who is the author of 
it; and alſo for the benefit and edification of 
the whole body of believers, who are the ſubjects 
of it. Every member therefore who is not con- 
rented with his appointed tation, or refuſes to 
abide in it, and neglects the duties belonging 
to 1f,-preſumptuouſly breaks the order of hea- 
ven, rebels againſt the authority of God, in- 
troduces confuſion into the Church of Chriſt, 
and is an injurious member of it. For the 
ſtrength, beauty, and edification of the whole 
body, principally conſiſts in all the members 


being fitly placed and joined together; and in 
an orderly and willing ſubjection of the lefs 
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to the greater throughout all the members of 


it: and as that ſubjection proceeds from hum- 


bleneſs of mind, and meekneſs of ſpirit; fo 
this humility and meekneſs; is founded in, and 


ſprings from, the true knowledge and fear 


of God ; whereby every fincere chriſtian is both 
awed, and kept from breaking the divine or- 
der; and enabled alſo through grace, to keep 
his appointed ſtation, and fulfil the duties of 
it: and therefore he ſaith, “ Submit yourſelves 
one to another in the fear of God.“ And 
from hence alſo it plainly appears, that the 
fear of God is a divine, and leading prin- 
ciple in all true religion; and one of the 
moſt powerful motives unto all acceptable 
obedience, If this therefore be forgotten, 
or neglected by us; it is not likely that we 
ſhould underſtand the true nature, uſe, or end 
of thoſe commandments. and exhortations 


which are here given us: conſequently, being 


ignorant of them, we ſhall not. feel their pro- 
per force, nor will they have their due weight 
and authority with us. 


Urox the ſame ground alſo, viz. that of the 
fear of God, is founded and built all thoſe other 
charges and exhortations which, in the chapter 
following, the apoſtle hath given both to 
children and their parents, to ſervants and their 
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maſters : for, as on the one hand, by the fear of 
the Loap, which is the beginning of wiſdom, 
men depart from evil, and do good; ſo, on the 
other, where this fear 1s wanting, men depart 


from good, and do evil: for that man will 


abhor no iniquity, who hath not the fear of God 
before his eyes. It is God, therefore, even the 
MOST Hich Gop, the Creator, Governor, and 
Judge of the World, who 1s here ſpeaking to 
us, by the mouth of his apoſtle : every charge, 
exhortation, and commandment, he hath given 
us, is from God; the words are his; in his 
name and by his authority are they all ſpoken; 
they therefore who obey them not, obey not 
God; * and he that defpiſeth, deſpiſeth not 
man, but God ;” to whom alſo we muſt give an 
account. 


Now, if theſe things be properly attended 


to, and regarded by us, nothing that is here 


ſpoken and commanded, will be accounted 
hard or grievous to us; but quite the contrary: 
for „the man that feareth the Loxp, delight- 
eth greatly in his commandments:“ Pſalm 
CXil. Is E - | 


Or all our natural relations, that which 
ſubfiſts between married perſons is the moſt 


eminent; it was prior to all other, and therefore 
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is the moſt ancient : it 18 nearer than all other, and 
therefore is the moſt excellent: conſequently all 
our other relations are founded in it, and derived 
from it. Without this, the relations of father and 
ſon, of king and ſubject, of maſter and ſer. 
vant, could never have been known, nor ſub- 
ſiſted in the warld, Therefare the intimate 
union and relation which ſubfiſts between mar- 
ried perſons, is, of all other, the moſt honor- 
able and ſacred; wherein alſo is contained, 
as the apoſtle aſſures us,“ A GREAT MYSTERY.” 
Adam's creation and his after-marriage with 
Bve his wife, who (as to the fleſh) was taken 


aut of him, is a clear and ſtriking figure and 


reſemblance of the myſterious oneneſs, and 
marriage · union, between Chriſt and his 
Church; it is not only the firſt on record, 
but alſo the chief emblem of that divine 
myſtery, All the natural types, and emblems 
which the ſcripture afterwards mentions ; 
whether they relate to this,, or any other, 
heavenly myſtery, are, as I ſuppoſe, little 
and imperfect, in compariſon of this and there- 
fore the apoſtle, in the paſſage before us, calls 
it © A GREAT MYSTERY,” that is to ſay, it is 
eminently ſa above many others: but that 
FIRST and GREATEST of all MYSTERIES, namely, 
the union between the FarkER and the Sox; 
between Jexovan and his CarisT ; which is re- 
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6 A WEDDING SERMON, 


vealed and declared to us in many ſcriptures, 
particularly in Prov. viii. 22. John vi. 57, 
Xe 30. XIV. IO, 11. 20. xvii. 11. 21, 22, 23, is 
a pattern or reſemblance of it, which is not 
natural and earthly, but ſupernatyral and hea- 
venly. | | 


I proceed now, in the firft place, to conſider 
and explain the ſeveral particulars relating to 
this myſtery ; juſt as they lie in the context 
before us.,---The apoſtle begins with, the weaker 
veſſel ; for he firſt gives directions, and de- 
livers his charge, unto married women, in theſe 
words: Wives fubmit yourſelves to your own huſ- 
bands as unto the Lord; the woman is here re- 


* quired to be ſubject unto her own huſband---to 


her own, not to another; for no man hath any 
power over her but her huſband only---as unto 
the Lord, whom the huſband repreſents, and 
therefore ſhe is required tq obey him, in the 
Lord, Thus (“ Sarah obeyed Abraham, call- 
ing him Lord” or maſter, whereby ſhe ac- 
knowledged that God had made him her head, 
and that he had a divine right to rule over her: 
ſee Gen. iii, 16, Let the daughters of Sarah 
imitate their mother, in the faith, and copy 
after her, as their pattern and example, But, 
from hence alſo, it plainly appears, that the 


buſbind'g power over bis wife is a delegated 
Power; 
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power ; not abſolute, but limited ; and that it 
extends no further than to things lawfut ; and 
that this power veſted in him 1s deſigned and 
tends only to promote the wife's real honor, 
peace, and comfort: for it is certain God hath 
not given him any unlawful authority over her, 
nor hath he made the husband head of the wife, 
for evil, but for good: conſequently that obe- 
dience which is here required of the wife, is to 
be underſtood in a limited and reſtrained ſenſe, 
and 1s to be interpreted of things lawful only, 
Therefore, in the huſband's lawful commands, 
he hath the Loxp's authority for it; but if 
he aſſume. a power over his wife which God 
hath not given him, in that caſe, the wife is 
not to be obedient ; for the Lord Chriſt is the 
head of the huſband, as the huſband is the 
head of the wife, and God is the head of all: 
the wife, therefore, in every inſtance of 
obedience unto her huſband, is, at the ſame 
time, to be obedient unto Chriſt, and unto 
God, in him ; but this ſhe could not be, if ſhe 
obeyed her huſband in any thing that 1s un. 
_ | 


- 


Bur if the wife refuſe to ſubmit unto her huſ- 
band, and deny his authority over her, in 
things that are right and lawful, ſhe then 
_— the authority of Chriſt, and refuſes to 
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ſubmit herſelf unto him likewiſe. For the 
buſband is the head of the wife, even as Chriſt is 
the head of the Church here the apoſtle gives 
us the reaſon why the wife ought to be fubject 
unto her huſband, viz. becauſe be is her head; 
and if it be aſked, how came he to be ſo? and 
who made him ſo? The ſcripture tells us: 
he was made ſo by the ardinance of God : he 
appointed, and he hath commanded it : for 
- unto „ the woman he ſaid, Thy defire ſhall 
be to thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee :” 
and therein the headſhip and dominion of 
Chriſt, over the Church, was alſo typified, 
and repreſented, But the words, even as, can- 
not denote à full and proper equality, but ſimi- 
litade and likeneſs only; for it is certain 
that Chriſt is the head of the Church, in a 
much more perfect and extenſive manner than 
the huſband is the head of the wife. And here 
the apoſtle takes occaſion to declare briefly 
what Chriſt, according ta the will of God, 
hath done, and is yet doing, for his bride, the 
Church,----< He is the Saviour of the body :” 
by which words the apoſtle might intend to de- 
- clare, not only the love of Chriſt towards bis 
body, the Church; but alſo the love and duty 
of huſhands towards their wives: for every huſ- 
band that preſerves and-provides for his wife's 
aer and Wp. in this warld, as he ought, 
May, 
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may, in a temporal ſenſe, be confidered as the 
Saviour of her body.: and from hence it appears 
to be highly reaſonable and expedient, that as the 
Church is ſubject unto Chriſt, ſo ſhould the wife 
be to her own huſband ; and that not only as obli- 
ged by the authority of a divine command, but 
alſo from the generous motives of love and grati- 
rude towards him. And therefore the apoſtle 
adds, © as the Church is ſubject to Chriſt, ſo 
let the wives be to their own huſbands in every 
thing. Although the wife's ſubmiſſion and 
obedience unto her huſband, which God, by 


his apoſtle, hath here commanded, be very 


extenſive, full, and perfect; for it is univerſal, 
even in all things, and conſequently at al} 
times, and in all places: yet the conſideration of 
having the Church for her pattern, and as 
going before her, in obedience unto Chriſt; 
this ſnould rather make the married wife am- 
bitious to tread in the Church's ſteps, and 
careful to copy after her glorious example; 


than to think the precept harſh, or the injunc- 


tion ſevere: much leſs ought ſhe ſecretly to 
fret or repine at it; and indeed ſhe cannot be 
ſubject unto Chriſt himſelf, unleſs ſhe be ſub- 
ject unto her own huſband : for the true chriſtian 
Church is always ſubje& unto Chriſt her 
Lord; and this is one of his commandments, 


that the wife, for his ſake, ſhould be ſubject 
untg 
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unto her own huſband, in every thing: conſe- 
quently this ſubjection of the wife to her huſ- 
band, is, in ſenſe and ſubſtance, nothing more 
than a willing ſubjection unto God, and to his 
Chriſt, And therefore- it ſhould always be 
remembered, that the precept extends only to 
things lawful and comely, according to the 
ordinance of God, and the commandments of 
the Lord Jeſus. But if the Church be ſubject 
unto Chriſt in every thing, then it certainly 
follows, that the hopes and pretenſions of thoſe. 
perſqns are vain and groundleſs, who endea- 
vour to perſuade themſelves, or imagine, that. 
they are members of the true Church of Chriſt, 
when they are not ſubject unto him in all 
things; or, at leaſt, are not ſincerely deſirous 
of it, aiming at it, and following after it : for 
to ſuch yain pretenders, and looſe profeſſors, 
he faith, « Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things that I fay ?” Luke vi. 46. 
But the Church of Chriſt are a willing people, 
who, from the heart, both love his name, his 


. government, and his laws. And if you that 


are married women, conſtantly keep the eye 
of your mind upon the pattern which is here 
given you, viz. that of the Church, as married 
to Chriſt, and as obeying him in all things; 
J hope you will then both ſee the propriety, 
z and feel the force, of the divine charge and 
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exhortation.----And now the apoſtle having 
delivered his charge unto the wives, and en- 
forced their duty upon them, as chriſtian; 
women, and that by arguments and motives 
the moſt rational, convincing, and powerful : 
as 1. From the commandment and authority of 
God: 2. The headſhip and daminion of 
Chriſt : 3. The ſubmiſhon and obedience of 
the Church: 4. Fram a ſenſe of gratitude and 
obligation. to her own huſband, He proceeds, 
in the next place, to give directions, and de- 
liver his charge unto the huſbands likewiſe: 
« Huſbands love your wives, even as Chriſt 
alſo loved the Church, and gave himſelf fox 


1 


It. 


Taz wife's duty, as we have already heard, 
conſiſts chiefly in a humble, cheerful, and ready 
ſubmiſſion unto her own huſband, according 
to the will and ordinance of God: and from 
theſe words it appears likewiſe, that the huſ- 
band's duty principally confiſts in a ſincere, 


fervent, and conſtant love towards his wife, 


For it is obſervable, that the apoſtle doth not 
ſay, Huſbands, rule, govern, lord it over your 
wives; but © huſbands, love your wives.“ The 
huſband's right indeed to rule and govern his 
wife is expreſly declared, Gen. 3. and here alſo 
it is plainly implied in that he is made the head, 
| | and 
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and the wife is commanded to be ſubject to him, 
Bur firſt he is commanded to love his wife, and 
then to rule over her : but love will not ſuffer 
him to defraud, oppreſs, or wrong her, in any 
inſtance whatever: love worketh no evil—nei- 
ther is the huſband capable of ruling his wife 
with juſtice, prudence, and kindneſs, as he 
ought; unleſs he love her : and, in my humble 
opinion, if he love her not, he hath no divine 
rigbt to exerciſe dominion over her: for God 
hath not made the huſband head of the wife to 
vex and trouble her; much leſs to act the tyrant, 
and as a cruel lord to rule over her with rigor : 
But, on the contrary, he hath made him her 
head, to guide, protect, ſupport, and comfort 
her in love; for even Chriſt himſelf (the 
huſband's pattern) was made head of the 
Church, becauſe he loved her; nor would he 
have been made the Church's head had he not 
firſt loved her, and been willing to have given 
himfelf for her. The love and ſubmiſſion, 
therefore, of wives towards their huſbands, which 
God hath enjoined them, is not more hard and 
difficult to be performed, nor, perhaps, ſo hard, as 
the love and duty which huſbands owe towards 
their wives, and which God hath here com- 
manded, - | 8588 


REMARK, 
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REMARK. It is generally ſuppoſed (and I 
think with reaſon and truth) that it is more 
difficult to rule and govern well, than to ſub- 
mit unto proper government and authority: 
the man therefore that poſſeſſes a right temper 
and diſpoſition of mind, as a ſervant, will not 
envy his maſter, confidered merely as a lord 
and ruler, But if a man know not how to ſerve 
and obey well, much leſs would he be able to 
rule and govern well: therefore no king or ru- 
ler whatever can poſſibly reign or rule over o- 
thers, ſo as to exerciſe his power aright, with» 
out abuſing it, unleſs he himſelf hath firſt 
learnt to ſerve and obey the great God, who is 
the King and Ruler of us all : knowledge, ex- 
perience, and the fear of God, are qualifications 
abſolutely neceſſary for the right performance 
of ſo great a duty. But to return: As Chriſt's 
love to the Church is made the pattern of the 
huſband's love to his wife; let us briefly confi- 
der bow, and in what manner Chriſt hath loved 
his Church. And here the apoſtle plainly tells 
us, that he Gavg nuIMSELF for her; i. e. he 
gave himſelf to die for het :---for her ſake, to do 
bis . Father's will, and in obedience, to. his 
high command, he voluntarily laid aſide the 
glory which he had with the Father before the 
world was; and deſcending from heaven. to 
earth, „he was made fleſh, and made under 
the 
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the law : „for her ſake alſo he willingly en- 
dured the croſs, was made a curſe, and bore the 
wrath of God (the puniſhment due to her fins) 
that ſhe might be redeemed froth the former and 
eſcape tlie latter: Though he was rich yet for 
our ſakes he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be made rich,“ 2 Cor: viii. 9. He 
ſuffered (as the ſcripture further teſtifies) for fins, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to 
God ;” and, God alſo commendeth his love to- 
wards us, in that, whilſt we were yet finners, 
he gave his only begotten Son, Jeſus Chriſt, to 
be our Saviour; who, according to the will of 
God, laid down his life, and gave himſelf a 
facrifice, for us: and thus we were © re- 
conciled unto God, by the death 6f his Son,” 
Rom. v. 10. And not only ſo; but as * the Fa- 
ther loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand,” and hath exalted him to 
His eternal throne, and ſeated him on his own 
right hand, in glory ineffable ; ſo Chriſt like- 
wiſe hath loved his Church-with a love that paf- 
ſeth knowledge: for he not only died for her, 
but the glory which the Father hath given him, 
he hath given unto her alſo; and thereby hath 
made her joint- heir together with himſelf, of his 
Father's kingdom, and glory ; intending hereaf- 
ter that his bride, the Church, ſhall be ſeated 
at his right hand, and fit down with him upon 
| mn” his 
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Eis throne, even as he himſelf is now at God's 
right hand, and is ſet down with the Father up- 
on his throne, See John xvii. 22. Rom. viii. 19. 
Rev. iii. 21. and hence he ſaith, „“ As the 
Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you:“ 
and therefore it follows, in the paſſage before 
us, © he gave himſelf for her; that he might 
ſanctify and cleanſe her with the waſhing of 
water (a ſcripture fign ard emblem of the Holy 
Spirit) by the werd; the word of truth, the 
goſpel ſo called; which alſo is the miniſtration 
of the Spirit. Conſequently the zwritten word, and 
Holy Spirit, are not preciſely the ſame thing, as 
ſome people have imagined ; for they evidently 
differ as an agent and inſtrument, by which the 
agent acts; or as a channel differs from that 
which is conveyed thro' it, and miniſtred by it. 
By theſe therefore, viz. the Vord and Spirit of 
Truth(the former as the inſtrument, and the latter 
as the agent) Chriſt ſanctifies and cleanſes his 


redeemed Church, from all her fins, and from 


all her uncleanneſſes; i. e. from all guilt and 
defilement, both original and actual: and he 
doth it, expreſly to this end, “ that, at laſt, he 
might preſent her unto himſelf, a glorious 
Church,“ complete in the beauties of holineſs, 
% and without blemiſh ; not having ſpot, or 
. wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, and when theſe 
things are fully n * then ſhall the 
: Church, 


| 
l 
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Chureh, the Lamb's wife,” be prepared; and 
adorned, and made a fit bride for her royal huſ- 
band, the glorious Son of God : that whete he 
is, there ſhe may be alſo, O happy day ! when 
the appointed time for the marriage of the Lamb 


1s fully come, and his wife, (by faith, and love, and 
| patience) hath made herſelf ready, Rev. xix. 7— 


Note, in different reſpects Chriſt is ſaid to pre- 
pare the Church for himſelf; and the Church 
to prepare herſelf for Chriſt.---But further; 
it is not poffible that the husband's love to- 
wards his wife, ſhould, in all reſpects, equal 
the love of Chriſt towards his Church; for 
that, as we have already obſerved, is a love 
which furpafſeth knowledge; and therefore 
the particle #a%c, even as, muſt denote like- 
neſs or reſemblance only, and not a full and 


abſolute equality: yet, as Chriſt is made our 


pattern and example; the huſband's love 
towards his wife, if right and according to the 
will of God, muſt certainly bear fome true re- 


ſemblance unto the love wherewith Chriſt hath 
loved the Church. And therefore it follows, 
So onght men to love their wives as their own 
bodies; he that loveth his wife, loveth himſelf,” 


—Chrift loved the Church as his own body, he 


loved her as himſelf ; he made her caſe his own; 
he took her fins, and burdens, and debts upon 
hiinſelf, and hath fully diſcharged them all : for 


it 
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it is written, © Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our ſorrows—he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities, 
the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and by his ftripes we are healed,” Ifa; Iii. 4, 5. 
And again, he ſaith, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God, cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 John i. 7. 
Chriſt then is made of God, and become, the 
ſpiritual and everlaſting Saviour of his Church: 
and here it is required of the huſband to imi- 
tate his great example; by conſulting, and re- 
garding his wife's ſafety, honor, and happineſs, 
even as his own, He is not only to labor, but 
if needful to ſuffer for her alſo : and not barely 
to ſupply her wants enly ; but according to his 
Rate and ability, to furniſh her with every tems 
poral convenience and comfort, conducive to 
her real honor and happineſs, and that in the 
very fame manner as he provides for himſelf : 
for ſo hath Chriſt freely ſuffered, and richly 
provided for his bride the Church, And the 
huſband whoſe love towards his wife cannot, 
and doth not carry him thus far, is weak and 
defective, if it at all deſerve the name of love 
neither doth he obey the commandment which 
is here given him: But at the ſame time that 
he provides for the ſupport and comfort of the 
body, he ought by no means to neglect, but 
to have a ſpecial regard to the intereſt and wel- 
| C fare 
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fare of her ſoul; endeavoring by every pro- 
per means, to promote her future and eternal 
happinefs ; and that in all kindneſs and pru- 
dence, long- ſuffering and patience : - for how 
knoweſt thou, O man, whether thou ſhalt ſave 
thy wife ?“ for though he cannot atone for her 
fins, nor change her heart; yet he may be the happy 
inſtrument and means of bringing her to the 
knowledge of the truth: let the huſband, 
therefore, make uſe of every means which God 
hath divinely appointed, and wiſely calculated, 
to promote and further his wife's falvation ; 
but let hun take heed that he do not ſtumble 
and prejudice her againſt the truth, by aſſum- 
ing a power which God hath not given him; 
and let him beware allo, leſt by worldly com- 
pliances, he become an. occaſion of hardening 
her in ſin, and fo of leading her to ruin and deſ- 
truction : wherefore he is not ſo to love his 
wife, as to tranſgreſs and offend his God in order 
to pleaſe her; but he is to indulge and pleaſe 
her only in ſuch things as are right and lawful. 
For the man that commits fin, in order to 
pleaſe his wife, is ſo far from truly loving her, 
that, in reality, he hates her : even as the fond 
and fooliſh parent, who, inſtead of reſtraining 
and correcting, a perverſe and wicked child, 
continues to indulge him to his utter ruin. 


The wiſe and faithful huſband therefore, who 


loves 


— — — — — 
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loves his wife as he ought, will not tranſgreſs 
the law of his God in order to pleaſe her, nei- 
ther will he walk with her in the way that 
leads to the ruin of them both. God reproved 
and puniſhed Adam for harkening to the voice 
of his wife, when ſhe enticed him to eat of the 
forbidden fruit, contrary to the divine com- 
mand.—And here it may be obſerved, that the 
relation between married perſons is only accord- 
ing to the fleſh :—it is natural, not ſpiritual ; 
temporal, not eternal: it reſpe&s the preſent 
life only, and cannot laſt long: it ends, and 
is aboliſhed at death, and then ceaſeth for ever. 
A dead wife, or a dead husband, is no more to 
the ſurviving party, than any other dead per- 


fon whatever; for“ they who ſhall be ACCOUnz 


ted worthy to obtain that world and the reſurrec- 
tian from the dead, neither marry, nor are gi- 


ven in martiage; for they are equal unto the 


angels,” Luke xx. 35, 36. Men, therefore, 
are to love their wives in the fear of God; and 
as Chriſt loved the Church, 1. e. with under- 
ſtanding ; from the beſt and nobleſt motives, 
and in a way of holineſs : and after this man- 


ner the husband is commanded to love his 


, 


wife, © as his own body ;” willing, and endea- 
voring that in every lawful pleaſure and earth- 
ly comfort, his wife ſhould fully, and conſtant- 


ly be a partaker with him, It: behoves him, 


C2 therefore, 
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therefore, to regard and ſtudy his wife's honor, 
peace, and happineſs, through the whole of this 
life, as much as his own ; and he that doth it 
not, 1s equally void both of reaſon and humani- 


ty: and becauſe they two are one fleſh, © the 


apoſtle further adds, he that loveth his wife, lov- 
eth himſelf; for no man ever yet hated his 


own fleſh, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, 


even as the Lord the Church,” Chriſt is loving, 
kind, and tender, towards his Church :—he 
nouriſbeth, that is, he provides for her, and ſup- 
plies all her real wants: he cheriſbeth, that is, 
he comforts, and carries himſelf tenderly to- 
wards her in times of affliction, ſickneſs, and 
temptation: and, as a further reaſon for it, he 
adds, „ For we are members of his (Chriſt's) 
body, of his fleſh, and of his bones.“ Here 
the apoſtle plainly alludes to the type mentioned 
in Gen. ii. 23. for when Eve was brought unto 
Adam, he ſaid, © This is now bone of my bone, 
and fleth of my fleſh :” ſo Chriſt and the Church 
are both of one, Heb. ii. 11. i. e. of one nature, 


and of one Father : the Church therefore, be- 
ing married and joined to Chriſt, are his true 


members, and one with him; and hence, 
he elſewhere ſays, * Ye are the body of 
Chriſt, and members in particular,” 1 Cor. 
Xil, 27. We cannot indeed fully explain 
this divine myſtery; for we know but in part 3 
ä | 2 but 


—— 
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but this we know, that Chriſt our Lord and 
Head, who now fits enthroned, at the right 
hand of God, in an human body (made ſpiritual, 
incorruptible, and glcrious) doth, at the ſame 
time, unite himſelf to the Church,and the Church 
unto himſelf, thro faith, by the eternal Spirit: 
which all-wiſe, all-powerful Spirit of God, 
Chriſt hath received of the Father, for his bo- 
dy's ſake, that is, the Church. For God hath 
« given him all power both in heaven and earth, 
having put all things under his feet,” and © gi- 
ven him to be head over all things to the 
Church ;” “e for it pleaſed the Father that in him 
ſhould all fulneſs dwell :? Matt. xxviii. 18. 
Eph. i. 22. Col. i. 19. Aud therefore © of his 


et fulneſs do we all receive, and grace for grace, and : 


thus our bodies are made the temples of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, which we have of God (who is the 
head of Chriſt) and from him the Spirit is 
conveyed down to us by the medium, and mi- 
niſtration of Chriſt, the immediate Head of the 
Church : and hence it appears, that our bodies, 
as well as our fouls, are the members of Chriſt; 
by our union with him, through the Spirit: 
ſee 1 Cor. vi. 15. and therefore, in this place 
alſo, he ſaith, « We are members of his body, 
&c. i. e. of his myſtical body, the Church: 
for the natural body, as united to , and inhabi- 
ted by, the rational ſoul; is, I conceive, an em- 

C 3 blem 
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blem and reſemblance of Chriſt's body, the 
Church, as united to him, and inhabited by 
him : but we are not the very members of that 
particular body of Chriſt, which was nailed to the 
croſs, and which he now wears in heaven : for 
that was Chriſt's own proper body, which God 
had prepared for him, in which he ſuffered, 
when of the people there was none with him ; which 
body alſo was both dead, and buried, and is 
now glorified, But this cannot with truth be af- 
firmed of the Church, for none of them actually 
ſuffered when Chriſt was nailed to the croſs, 
though he ſuffered for them as their /ab/titute 
and repreſentative ; but a repreſentative is not the 
very identical perſon, or perſons, repreſented by 
him. Therefore the Church was not born with 
Chriſt at Bethlehem, nor crucified with him on 
mount Calvary, as ſome miſtaken men have 
imagined, and taught; but Chriſt was born 
for her, that ſhe afterwards might be born 
alfo ; not of the fleſh, but of the ſpirit : and he 
died for her, that ſhe might not die, but live 
through him.---Neither are the ſaints, in the 
-church militant, now preſent in heaven with 
Chriſt their head : nor, are their bodies yet 
made ſpiritual and glorious ; “for whilſt we 
are at home in the body, we are ab- 
ſent from the Lord,” „ This corrupti- 
ble alſo muſt put on incorruption, and this 

morta} 
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mortal muſt put on immortality.” And when 
the bodies of the ſaints have experienced that 
divine and glorious change; then fhall be ful- 
filled, and not before, the ſaying that is written, 
„Death is ſwallowed up in victory.“ And 
then alſo ſhall be manifeſted, in all its fulneſs 
and glory, that moſt blefſed and glorious 
union of Chriſt and the Church, which, whilſt 
on earth, was pictured out and repreſented to 
us, by various ſhadows, types, and em- 
blems ; and eſpecially by the marriage of the 
firft couple, Adam and Eve, whom God him- 
ſelf joined together, in their original ſtate of 
created rectitude, purity, and glory. But 
even that was only a tranſient type, and faint 
| ſhadow, of the far more glorious marriage be- 
tween Chriſt and the Church; as will be mani- 
feſtod in that day, when the ſacred nuptials 
ſhall be ſolemnized with divine folemmity, and 
_ conſummated in his Father's kingdom. And as 
there is no relation in nature ſo near, ſo perfect, 


and fo ſacred, as that which ſubſiſts between a 


man and his wife; therefore the husband's care 
for his wife, and love towards her, ought to ex- 
ceed that of all other relation whatever; for 
even the love and duty which he owes to his 
parents, muſt give way to the greater duty 
which he owes to his wife, if it cannot be per- 

formed in a confiſtency with it ; and hence it is 
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further added, © For this cauſe ſhall a man 
leave his father and mother, and ſhall be join- 
ed unto his wife, and they two ſhall be one 
fleſh.” By their being joined together, they 
are both made, and declared to be one fleſh; and 
that by an abiding and indiſſoluble union, fo 
long as they both ſhall live an the earth : which 
union allo reſpects, and was divinely, intended to 
repreſent, axother kind of anion far more excel- 
lent; even that which is ſpiritual and eternal; 
which the apoſtle likewiſe hath himſelf de- 
clared, in that he faith, “ this is a GREAT Mxs- 
TERY :” and further, by way of explanation, 
he hath here ſhewn, and plainly told us, what 
that myſtery is; for he immediately adds, 
© but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt - and the 
Church,” i, e. the ſpiritual marriage-union 
between Chriſt and the Church, is the Mxs- 
TERY, antitype, or ſpiritual fignification, of the 
natural marriage-union between a man and 
his wife, who are lawfully joined together, ac- 
cording to the word, and will of God: thus 
the heavenly marriage is the myſtery of that 
which is -earthly ;---it is the ultimate mean- 
ing of it, and what God intended by it. The 
apoſtle then adds, in the laſt place, © Never- 
theleſs let every one of you in particular, ſo 
love his wife eyen as himſelf, and the wife ſee 

that 
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that ſhe reverence her huſband.” If theſe words 
be not a ſummary of the whole, comprehenſive 
of all that the apoſtle had before declared, 
concerning the duties of wives towards their 
huſbands, and of huſbands towards their wives; 
I am then inclined to think, that he intended 
them as a warning and reproof to ſuch per- 
ſons, who might be ſo weak or perverſe, as to 
negle& the holy commandment in the letter of 
it; becauſe of its ſpiritual meaning, in the 
myſtery of it. And thus ſome miſtaken per- 
ſons ſeem to flight and neglect the goſpel or- 
dinances of water-baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper 3 
becauſe, in the letter, they are but figns, and 
ſymbols of things ſpiritual and heavenly : but 
it is both our wiſdom and duty to regard the 


ſign, and obſerve the letter, of theſe ordinances, 


not only becauſe the Lord hath commanded it, 
but alſo becauſe of the myſtery repreſented by 
it: and we are ſure that they are wiſely adapted 
to the imperfect ſtate of the Church mili- 
tant ; and are graciouſly intended to help and 
aſſiſt our preſent infirmities: but when the 
ſubſtance, and that which is perfect is come; 
then, and not before, the ſhadow, and that 
which is imperfect, ſhall be done away: and 
thus alſo the duties of- married perſons, in the 


_ earthly ſtate, are to be duly attended to, and 


mutually performed by, both parties, in the 
fear 
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fear of God; and that becaufe God hath com- 
manded them, and for the fake of the myſtery 
repreſented by them; as well as for their own 
peace and comfort. But when the thing ſig- 
nified, even the marriage of the Lamb, with 
his bride, the Church, is fully come; then 
the earthly ſhadow and fign of it ſhall flee away, 
and ceaſe for ever. 


Havixe now gone over the words, and finiſh- 
ed my expoſition of the context ; I intend, in the 
ſubſequent part of the diſcourſe, to treat the 
ſubje& in the following manner : 


 FixsT, I ſhall make ſome further obſerva- 
tions on marriage, as a divine inſtitution. 


SECONDLY, Conſider it as an earthly ſhadow, 
and type of things ſpiritual and heavenly. 


TarrDLy, I intend to ſpeak a little more 
particularly of the duties of married perſons, 
from whence their mutual obligations for the 


due performance of them, will, I hope, more 
fully appear. 


„ then I obſerve, chat marriage is a 
olivine inſtitution. That its origin is from heaven, 
the ſeripture fully teſtiſies; God, not man, 
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is the author of it; therefore every abuſe of 
it, and every contempt that is caſt upon it, 
is not againſt man, but againſt God. And as 
it hath God for its author, it certainly follows, 
that the ordinance is not only divine, but is 
alſo wiſely calculated, and graciouſly provided, 
for our preſent benefit, relief, and comfort. 
& Tt is not good, faith the Lord Gop, that 
the man ſhould be alone, I will make a help meet 
for him.”---It is not good that the earth ſhould be 
without inhabitants, © for the Maker of it created 
it not in vain; he made it to be inhabited.” 
And, therefore, to our firſt parents he ſaid, 4 Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the earth.” 
Marriage, then, is lawful, comely; and honor- 
able, to men of all ranks, orders, and degrees; 
whether noble or ignoble, whether of the 
clergy or laity :—if not perverted or abuſed ; 
it is decent, chaſte, and pure, unto all perſons, 
in all places, and in all ages of the world. 
* Tt is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled,” 
Heb. xiii. 4. Therefore it is both weak and 
wicked in the Pope and his adherents, to make 
it a ſacrament ; and, at the fame time, to deny 
the uſe of it unto their clergy, That doctrine 
which forbids to marry, is, moſt certainly, 
the doctrine of devils, and is one of the marks 
given us in ſcripture, whereby to know the 
grand apoſtacy from thę chriſtian faith, as 
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the apoſtle hath plainly taught us; for ie 
directly oppoſes God's authority, prophanes 
his holy ordinance, and makes the ſacred in- 
ſtitution vain and uſeleſs : and not only ſo, 
but. the Popiſh doctrine of celebacy, impoſed 
upon their clergy, &c. is probably productive 
of every kind' of forbidden, and abomi- 
nable luſt; and that in every exceſs, and 
degree of it. Is not this the city, namely, 
Rome papal, which is ſpiritually called Sopow,” 
and © the MoTHER OF HARLors, becauſe of her 
innumerable whoredoms, and unclcannefles ? 
---<< and EcyeT,” becauſe of her long op- 
preſſion of the people of God, and her un- 
| parelleled cruelties towards them: „where alſo 
our Lord was crucified,” by a governor of 
RoME Pagan,----The Popiſh prohibition of 
marriage hath alſo a plain tendency to fill the 
world with a baſe and ſpurious offspring, 
ce the ſeed of the adulterer and of the whore ;” 
whereby the number of tranſgreſſors among 
men are increaſed, to the laſting ſhame and 
infamy, both of root and branch: for „ if we 
walk contrary to God, he alſo will walk con- 
trary to us;” and they who have not the gift of 
continency, Satan will undoubtedly tempt ; and, 
wo be to them whom Satan tempts, aud God for- 
ſales.— 

| * 
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Bur to return: The firſt marriage in the 
world was ſolemnized in paradiſe, between 
Adam and Eve; God himſelf was the ſole au- 
thor, and conductor of it. He acted as the 
Father of the woman, for he brought her unto 
the man, and at the ſame time (if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion) performed the office 
of a prieſt in joining them together ; if, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, none but the clergy, or perſons be- 
longing to the prieſthood, ever had, and till 
have, a divine right, to join perſons together in 
marriage : but ſeeing nothing of this appears 
from ſcripture, may we not rather ſuppoſe it 
to be a political device, or an innovation, of a 
currupt clergy, to anſwer certain worldly views 
and purpoſes : for it ſeems to have been ori- 
ginally the act of the parents only, or of the 
neareſt relations, with the free conſent of both 
parties; which, in ſome meaſure, hath been 
revived amongſt us, and is ſtill obſerved by the 
people called Quakers : and I hope it will be 
allowed, that their marriages are as valid, and 
their children as legitimate, as if they had been 
* joined together by a clergyman, and with all 
the ceremonies either of the church of Eng- 


and, or Rome.---Abraham made choice of a 


wife for his ſon Iſaac ; and Rebecca, with the 
approbation of her relations, conſenting ; went, 
and hecame his wife. And we do not find 


that 
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that any of the modern ceremonys was then 
made uſe of, as of a ring, &c. and of having 
their hands joined together by a ſtranger, in 
order to make the marriage contract lawful 
and binding; for the obligation was mutual, 
and the contract equally binding without it: 
nor doth it appear, from that day to this, 
that God hath made any alteration in this 
divine ordinance; or added the leaſt ceremony 
to it: and thoſe who think that they have 
found out a better and ſafer way, than God 
Hath appointed in his word, for the due per- 
formance of that ſacred inſtitution, as a means 
to prevent any evil which might ariſe from the | 
abuſe of it; will never be renowned either for 
their wiſdom, or piety. But the world, as it 
now grows older, ſeems to grow more and more 
fookih,. and corrupt: and we know that the a- 
poſtacy of the Church of Rome hath abuſed, 
and perverted; and endeavored to make a 
_ worldly property of almoſt every thing in re- 
ligion : nevertheleſs, for peace ſake, we re- 
commend and approve of a man's complying 
with the cuſtoms and laws of thoſe nations and 
countries, where, by the providence of God, he 
is placed, and fixed; ſo far as he may do it 
lawfully, and with a good conſcience; but no 
further: for even Chriſt himſelf infiſted not 
upon his priyilege, but condeſcended to pay 
Y. | tribute, 
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tribute, rather than offend the collectors of the 
Roman taxes, although they had no right to de- 
mand it of him. And thus far, when God is 
not diſhonored, our neighbor not injured, and 
our conſcience not hurt, we, ought, I think, 
to be „ ſubject to every ordinance of. man, 
for the Lord's ſake.”---Again, the firſt miracle 
that Chriſt wrought was at a marriage-feaſt, He 
not only gave a ſanction to the divine inſtitution, 
and honored it by his preſence, but when the 
gueſts were in want of wine, by turning ſeveral 
veſſels of water into the beſt wine, he amply 


and richly ſupplied their wants; and thus he | 


manifeſted forth his glory, as the only begotten 


Son of God, who, being ſent by his Father, 


was come down from heaven, to eſpouſe a wife 
unto himſelf ; and as it was expedient and re- 


quired of him, he alſo willingly laid down his 
lite for her, 


ManklAcx, therefore, without all diſpute, 
is of divine origin, and hath -the higheſt au- 
thority ſtamped upon it. But it is matter of 
juſt lamentation, that multitudes of giddy young 
perſons, ruſh precipitately into a married ſtate, 


without due coſideration; and afterwards, 


when too late, lament their raſhneſs and folly. 
And are there not many others who enter into 
it, from the moſt baſe and corrupt mo- 

: tives; 


—— ————ñ— 


— 


zz A WEDDING SERMON. 


tives; merely to ſerve their own worldly and 
carnal purpoſes ; not having the fear of God 
before their eyes ? But it is no wonder. if, to 
ſuch, perſons, . marriage become an unſanctified 
ordinance ; and inſtead of its being a relief to 
their natural and lawful defires; and becom- 
ing a remedy againſt fornication, and every 
other forbidden luſt, they ſtill remain under the 
power of them. Hence they frequently turn out 
adulterers and adultereſſes, whom God will 
judge: at leaſt, perpetual noiſe and cla- 
mor, - contention and ſtrife, are the ſad and 
bitter effects of ſuch unhappy marriages--- 


For * the curſe'of the Lord is in the houſe of 


the wicked.” But God's ordinances are al- 
ways blefſed to thoſe perſons who reverence, 
and obſerve them, according to his word x 
but to the proud, the deceitful, and diſobe- 
dient, they are not bleſſed; becauſe they deſ- 
piſe his authority in them, and refuſe to be 
governed by the only Sovereign, and wiſe, and 
righteous Judge of the world, 


Bur, I proceed, SEconDLY, to confider mar- 
riage as an earthly ſhadow, and type of . 
ſpiritual, and ran. 


'THE apoſtle having ſaid, that a man and his 


wife ſhall be one fleſh, he immediately adds; 


« This 
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« This is a great myſtery ; but I ſpeak of Chriſt 
and the Church,” i. e. the ſpiritual union be- 
tween Chriſt and the Church, (whereby they 
are made one ſpirit) is the myſtery, or antitype 
of the natural union between a man and his wite, 
whereby they are made one fleſh. 


Tux word myſtery properly fignifies that 
which is ſecret or hidden; and is indifferently 
applied to things earthly or heavenly; both 
ſacred and prophane, good and bad: thus 
we read of “the myſtery of iniquity”---< the 
myſtery of Babylon the great, the mother of 
harlots, and abominations of the earth :” and, 
on the other hand, we read of “ the myſtery 
of godlineſs“ -C the myſtery of God, even the 
Father; and of Chriſt:“ the myſtery of the 
goſpel,” &c. Now a religious myſtery is a 
divine ſecret not yet diſcovered and made known, 
in which ſenſe it is chiefly uſed throughout 
the ſcriptures; and moſt commonly relates 
either to the will, or counſel, or kingdom of 
God, And theſe divine myſteries or ſecrets, 
are in ſcripture, often ſet forth, and repreſented ' 
to us by ſome natural type or image, and fre- 
quently by parables, which are moſtly taken 
from the known practice, and cuſtoms of men, 
&c, See Iſa. v. 1---4. Jer. xviii. 1---4, Matt, 
X1ll, 3---5I, xxi. 3343. XXIi. 114. 

D Now 
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Now thut which the type or image ſignifies 
and repreſents, is the myſtery of it. And when 
the thing ſignified by any type, figure, or em- 
blem, is expounded, opened, and revealed 
unto us: then it is no longer a myſtery, be- 
cauſe the divine ſecret is diſcovered, and made 
known :- -For @ myſtery is that which is hid, and 
is not made known. ' Yet, with reſpect to others, 
to whom the ſecret is not revealed, it re- 
mains a myſtery ſtill, And thus, to proud 
and ſcornful men, who are offended at the doc- 
trine of the croſs, i. e. of Chriſt crucified ; and 
fumble at the word ;---unto them the goſpel 
myſteries ate not revealed : and therefore to his 
diſciples, Chriſt faith, «© Unto you it is given to 
know the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
but unto them it is not given:“ and again, ſpeak- 
ing to his Father, he faith, «I thank thee, 
O Father, Lonp of heaven and earth; that 
| thou haſt 5d theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes.”--- 
By revelation alſo God made known to his 
holy apoftles, and eſpecially to Paul, the myſ- 
tery of calling the Gentiles, and many other 
divine ſecrets or myſteries ; and by him they 
were afterwards made known to the churches 
for their edification, and comfort :---Thus to tho 
Romans he ſaith, “ I would not that ye ſhould 
be ignorant of this myſtery, that blindneſs in part 
| 15 
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is happened unto Iſrael, until the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles be come in:“ and to the Cor- 
rinthians he ſaith, “ behold, I ſhew you a myſ- 
tery, we ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall all 
be changed.” Our Lord alſo explained to John 
the myſtery of the ſeven golden candleſticks, 
and the ſeven ſtars, i. e, he told him what 
was meant and fignified by them: ſo the myſ- 
tery of the bread and wine at the Lord's ſupper, 
is the body and blood of Chriſt ; and the myſ+ 
tery of- our eating that bread, and drinking 
that wine, or the thing ſignified by it, is this, 
Viz. that the fouls of believers are ſpiritually 
refreſhed, and ſtrengthened, and live by faith 
on the Son of God ; as having ſuffered for our 
fins, and thereby reconciled us unto Gd. 


Thus by a natural marriage and union, ac- 
cording to the fleſh; the ſcripture fignifies 
and repreſents to us, the ſpiritual marriage, 
and union between Chriſt and the Church : 
and the latter is the myſtery of the former. 
And with the utmoſt propriety doth the apoſtle 
call it a great myſtery ; for all other myſteries 
relating to Chrift, and the Church, are, as it 
were, ſummed up in it, and comprehended by 
it. For all the love and grace of God the Fa- 
ther, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, towards the 
Church, which have at any time been ſet forth, 
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and repreſented by various types and emblems, 
are here brought to a final and happy iflue ; 
and are expreſſed in all the power and glory of 
them: for then ſhall their union and commu- 
nion, both with the Father, and the Son, be 
completed in the heavenly ſtate, and perfected 
for evermore. Then alſo ſhall the prayer of 
Chriſt for them, be fully anſwered, when to 
the Father he ſaid; I pray, “ that they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in 
thee: “- And the glory which thou gaveſt 
me, I have given them, that they may be one, 
even as We are one, I in them and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one.“ Then 
ſhall that ſcripture alſo be well underſtood by 
the Church, and fulfilled in them, where it 
is written, “ Thy Maker is thy huſband ; Je- 
Rovan of hoſts is his name----the God of the 
whole earth ſhall he be called.” And again, to 
the Jewiſh Church he ſaith, © As a young man 
marrieth a virgin, ſo ſhall % ſons (the Gentile 
converts) marry thee: and as the bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the bride, ſo ſhall thy God re- 
joice over thee,“ -- Is he the God of the 
Jews only, is he not alſo of the Gentiles ? 
Yes, of the Gentiles alſo ;”---for “ God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf.” 
And from hence it appears, that God himſelf, 
eyen the Father, reconciles and ſaves, unites 

or 
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or marries the Church unto himſelf, in, and 
by Jeſus Chriſt, And for this cauſe alſo, 
ce It pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all 
fulneſs dwell :---that by him he might recon- 
cile all things unto himſelf,” Col. i. 19, 20. for 
as God is the head of Chriſt, ſo he hath 
made Chriſt the head of the Church ; that we, 
who are joined to Chriſt our head, by the Spirit; 
might alſo, by the ſame Spirit, be joined unto 
God, the head of Chriſt, in him: for when 
Chriſt aſcended up on high, having received 
of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Spirit, 
he poured him forth upon his diſciples ; and 
thus he gave gifts unto men, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them : compate 
Pſalm 1xviii, 18. with Eph. iv. 8, and Acts ii. 33. 
Therefore, in Chriſt Jeſus, the whole Church, 
(made up both of Jews and Gentiles) “ are 
builded together for an habitation of God, 
through the Spirit,” Eph. it. 22. And as all 
things are of oxE Gop, even the FaTHER; and 
all things by oxE Logp Jzsvs CarrsT : it hath 
pleaſed God, by the moſt expreſſive types, and 
proper emblems, to reprefent, and ſet forth 
the myſtery of Chriſt and the Church, as joined 
together, and made one Spirit, by the moſt 
intimate, and glorious union: and therefore 
he made the firſt man a figure and type of 
Chriſt, and the firſt woman a figure and type 
of the Church; which, I think, is plain from 

D 3 the 


ſhall many be made rightcous,” 
14. 19.--- for as by man came death, ſo by 
man alſo came the reſurrection of the dead: 
for as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
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the following ſeriptures “ Who (Adam) is 
the figure of him (Chriſt) that was to come:“ 


- for as by the diſobedience of one many 
were- made finners, fo by the obedience of one 
Nom. Vo 


all be made alive: --“ the firſt Adam was 


made a living foul, the laſt Adam was made 


a quickening ſpirit,” 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. 45- 
That the Church alſo is repreſented by a 
woman, and often called by that name, is not 
only plain from the paſſage under conſidera- 


tion, but from many other ſcriptures; ſuch as 
theſe: « The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
à certain king, who made a marriage for his 
ſon, Matt, xxij. 1. © I have eſpouſed you to 
one husband, that I may prefent you a chaſte 
virgin to Chriſt,” 2 Cor. xi. 2.1 He that hath 
the ; bride is the bridegroom,” John iii. 29. 


There appeared a great Yign in heaven, a 


woman, that is the Church, cloathed with the 


ſun, and the moon under her feet, and upon 


her head a crown of twelve ſtars,” Rev. xii. 1 
Come hither (ſaith the angel to John) and 
+I will new thee the bride, the Lamb's wife,“ 

Rev. xxi. 9. Now when God had created the 
woman, of Adam's very bone and fleſh, and 


had 


- 
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had made her another intelligent perſon, both diſ- 
tinct and ſeparatefrom him, heafterwards brought 
her unto the man,, as a help meet for him, and 
Joined them together; and then they were made 
one; not one perſon, but one fleſh: for after creation 
the man and the woman were and ever will re- 
main, tuo, diſtinct perſons : but when they are 
Joined together in, marriage (not before) they 
are always to be confidered, and are but one 
fleſh : for he ſaith, © A man ſhall be joined 
unto his wife, and (then) they two fball be one:“ 
he ſaith not, in the paſt tenſe, they two were 
one; but in the future, they two ſhall be one, i. e. 
one fleſh : thus their being made one, and declar- 
ed ſo to be, was not the cauſe, but the effeZ oftheir 
being joined together; for, before, they were tuo, 
and- not one, fleſh, Neither were the parties 
brought together and married by a.compulfive 
reſtraint, without their own free and mutual 
conſent; for it is evident that Adam received 
utmoſt freedom, and gladneſs of heart: and 
there is no room to doubt but Eve alſo embraced 
her huſband, with equal ſatisfaction and joy. 
But thoſe marriages which mercenary and cruel 
parents, too often force upon their children 
from lucrative and worldly motives, in oppo- 
fition to their own inclination and free conſent; 
are both unnatural, unreaſonable, and un- 
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Eve from the hand of her Creator, with the 
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him, and an enemy to him. -And every ſpe- 


4 A WEDDING SERMON. 

ſcriptural: for in every proper union, between 
intelligent beings, the free conſent of both 
parties is abſolutely neceſſary; ſuch mar- 
riages, therefore, which are according to the 
word and will of God, are free and uncon- 
ſtrained, whereby they are made one both by 
the concurrence of God's ordinance, and of 
their own voluntary conſent : and of ſuch he 
faith, “ they are no more twain, but one fleſh ;” 
which oneneſs is made and appointed of God, 
to be perpetual and abiding : and therefore he 
adds, What God hath joined together, let not 
man put aſunder,” Now, if theſe things be 
conſidered with relation to Chriſt and the 
Church, which I conceive is the myſtery of 
them, we ſhall find that the Church is rege- 
nerated or begotten of God, by a new creation ; 
and is afterwards brought or led unto Chriſt, 


and then, being joined to the Lord Jeſus, ſhe 


is made one with him; and that by a perpe- 
tual bond of eternal-union which ſhall never 
be diſolved. But previous to her new creation, 
and ſpiritual marriage with Chriſt, ſhe was 
not united to him, nor one with him ; but 
rather averſe to him and ſeparate from him : for 
until God, by his Spirit, had opened her un- 


derſtanding to know Chriſt, and inclined her 


heart to receive · him, ſhe was both ignorant of 


cles 
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cies of rational union, by whatever means, or agency 
effected; muſt, in my opinion, ariſe, from that 
knowledge and love which the parties have one 
towards the other: for how ſhould ſpirits be united; 
though one party be willing, if the other remain 
unwilling ? Therefore, it ſeems to me impoſſible 
for intelligent perſons to be united, unleſs their 
knowledge and love of cach other, be recipro- 
cal and mutual: for what is anion but a be- 
ing joined together, by mutual love? therefore 
the opinion of an eternal actual union, between 
Chriſt and his Church, which ſome people 
hold and teach, is, in my judgment, both ir- 
rational and unſcriptural: and theſe things, 
I humbly conceive, are plainly declared and 
fully evinced, by the following ſcrip- 
tures, “ Ye were not a people—not beloved 
— had not obtained mercy,” Rom. ix. 
25. 1 Pet. ii. 10,---but „were enemies, 
« dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, -- without 
Chriſt, and without God in the world,“ - but 
now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who once were afar off, 
are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt,” Rom. 
v. 10. Eph. it. 1. 3. 12, 13. Col. i. 21,-- 
6 Born again, not of the fleſh, but of the Spirit 
---not of the will of man, but of God.” And 
ſpeaking of the Church, to the Son, he faith, 
« Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power,”---and Chriſt himſelf ſaith, All that 
| the 
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the be giveth me, ſhall, or u come, to 
me,”---and again, No man can come unto 
me, except the Father who hath ſent me, draw 
him :;”---but every one who hath heard and 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me.“ and 
bey ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand, my Father who gave 
them me is greater they all, and none is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand.“ -And 
therefore the apoſtle exhorts the faithful in Chriſt 
Jeſus, * to give thanks unto the Father, becauſe 
he hath made us mect to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light, who hath deli- 
vered us from the power of darkneſs, and hath 
tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear fon,” 
Col. i. 12, 134---The woman allo was joined in 
marriage unto her husband, that they might be 
fruitful, and multiply in the earth ; and for a 
fmilar cauſe the Church alſo is joined to Chriſt 
by a ſpiritual marriage, that ſhe might be 
fruitful in all good works---for to his diſciples 
he faith, 44 Without me ye can do nothing.” 
= Ye, therefore, my brethren, are become 
dead to the law, by the body of Chriſt, that 
Fe ſhould be married to another, even to him 
who is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould 
bring forth fruit unto God.“ Rom. vii. 4. 
Therefore, as the woman, without the man, 
cannot cencrive and bear children; ſo, ſpirit- 
: ually 
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tally, no one, without Chriſt, can bring forth 


the fruits of righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 


ſuch as the goſpel requires, and which are ac 
ceptable to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, 


Again, „God made them male and female :” 
—but one woman for one man : and why but 
one? that there might be a holy, and a godly 
ſeed, Mal. ii. 15. 1 Cor. vii. 14. In like-man- 
ner, God, hath given unto Chriſt his ſon, but 


one bride, even the Church; for whom Chriſt 


gave himſelf, and for whom he alſo prayed, 
and for them only; ſaying, “ I pray for them; 
I pray not for the world, but for them which 


thou haſt given me, for they are thine : and all 


mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am 


glorified in them,” John xvi. 9, 10. © the 


Church alſo is declared to be, the fulneſs of him 
that filleth all in all,” Eph. i. 23. From theſe 
conſiderations, I think it is moſt clear and cer- 
tain, that the natural marriage, and union be- 
tween a man and his wife; is an earthly ſhadow 
and type, of the ſpiritual martiage, and union 
between Chriſt and the Church: which, when 
the earthly one ceaſes, and is remembered no 
more; will be made manifeſt in all its divine 
luſtre and glory : But I proceed, 
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THrisDLyY, to ſpeak ſomewhat more partciulat- 
ly of the duties of married perſons, from 
whence alſo their mutual obligations for the due 
performance of them, will, I hope, more ful- 
Iy appear: —If the things which have been al- 
ready ſpoken be rightly conſidered, and religi- 
ouſly obſerved ; you will not think the apoſtle's 
exhortation ſtrange, nor the precept hard, 
when he faith, © Let every one of you in parti- 
cular, ſo love his wife, even as himſelf,” i. e. 
as another, or ſecond-ſelf ; or elſe 1t may mean, 
as much, and in the very ſame manner, as he 
loves himſelf : And © let the wife ſee that ſhe 
reverence her huſband,” Oecnrai reſpectfully fear; 
i. e. fear to offend, or diſobey her huſband, 
from the duty which ſhe owes, and from the 
love and reſpect which ſhe bears towards him: 
and that becauſe he is her huſband : whom God 
hath made her head, and who, in that relation, 


repreſents alſo the Lord Chriſt, as head of the 
Church,—The apoſtle, elſewhere, mentions o- 


ther reaſons alſo, why the woman ought to be 
ſubject : as firſt, becauſe the man was created 
& Adam was firſt formed, 


then Eve.” Secondly, Becauſe the woman was 


taken out of the man, and was made for him: 


« The man is not of the woman, but the wo- 
man of the man; neither was the man created 


for the woman but the woman for the man.“ 


Thirdh, 
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Thirdly, Becauſe the woman was deceived by 
the ſerpent, and firſt broke the law of her Ma- 
ker, and then became a tempter to her own 
huſband : © for Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman being deceived, was in the tranſ- 
greſſion.“ Now, from theſe ſcriptures it ſeerns 
to be highly reaſonable and expedient, that the 
man ſhould lawfully rule his wife, and that the 
woman ſhould be in lawful ſubjection unto her 
huſband :-And ſurely nothing but the pride of 
that arch apoſtate, called the devil and fatan,” 
who firſt broke the order of heaven, and temp- 
ted our common mother Eye, to tranſgreſs the 
law of her Maker; can ſtir up reſentment in any 
female mind againſt the divine precept, or cauſe 
her to be offended at it.—But, I hope, none of 
the daughters of Sarah will be offended at the 
ſacred injunction; for they cannot but know, 
that their God hath wiſely appointed, and gra- 
ciouſly intended it, bath for the good of the 
wife, as well as for the honor of the huſband ; 
and for the mutual peace and happineſs of them 
both : nor doth the ſubmiſſion, here commanded, 
extend itſelf any further than to things lawful 
and temporal. In grace they are on an equal 
footing, « for, in Chriſt Jeſus there is neither 
male nor female :” and at death, this marriage 
bond is diſſolved, and the obligation ceaſes for 
ever; for yet a little while, and 6 they that 


have 
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have wives, (and they that have huſbands too) 
will be as though they had none,”---Death, ap- 
proaching death, will determine, and put an end 
to all theſe earthly diſtinctions: but in this pre- 
ſent, and paſſing world; God, who is wiſe, 
and juſt, and good, hath ordained, and eſta- 
bliſhed theſe diſtinctions; both for his own glo- 
ry, and for the good of thoſe that fear his name, 


N Acarx, „The wife hath not power over 
her own body, but the huſband,” —Advttery, 
under the taw, was puniſhed with death, and the 
reaſon of it is both juſt and manifeſt, not only 
becauſe the injured party receives much greater 
wrong both from the adulterer and adultereſs, 
than from him who robs him of his money only, 
which loſs may be repaired ; and therefore they 
are more worthy of death than a bighwayman, or 
a thief ; but chiefly becauſe marriage is a divine 
ordinance, emblematical of the heavenly mar- 
niage between Chriſt and the Church: conſe- - 
quently, the ſin of adultery extends to the thing 
fignified. For when the wife adulterouſly re- 
ceives a ſtranger to her boſom, that is not her 
huſband ; ſhe thereby not only denies her huſ- 
band's propriety in her, and power over her; 
but ſhe denies alſo, that Chriſt is the only huſ- 
band, and true head of the Church: and there- 
fore by hcr adultery ſhe does what in her lies ta 
: COouns 
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countenance and juſtify the Church, ſhould ſhe 


prove unchaſte and unfaithful towards her Lord 


and Saviour, For in every divine type and or- 
dinance, by which things ſpiritual and heavenly, 
are deſcribed and repreſented to us; he that 
abuſes the ordinance in the ſign and letter of it, 
abuſes alſo the thing ſignified: "a for this cauſe 
they who eat and drink unworthily at the Lord's 
ſupper, are ſaid to be guilty of the body and 
blood: of the Lord, becauſe they prophane. or 
abuſe the ſigns and ſymbols of it; and ſome of 


the Corinthians ſeem to have been guilty of this,” 


great fin, —The wife then is here commanded to 
ſubmir herſelf unto her own huſband, as unta 
the Lord, Now the Lord Chriſt hath all power 
both in heaven and earth: and God hath com- 
manded every knee to bow to him: and they 
who will not bow to IEHovAn's King, even to, 
Jesvs, whom God hath made both Lord and 
Chriſt ; will at laſt find, that he hath put an 
iron rod into his hand, which ſhall break his 
enemies in pieces, God's eſtabliſhed order 1s 
alſo manifeſt, for it is written, © The head of 
every man is Chriſt, and the head of the woman 
is the man, and the head of Chriſt is God,” 
1 Cor. xi. 3. Seeing then this order is divine, 
and the eſtabliſhment is wholly of God, how 
wicked, and fooliſh is it for any one to think 
hardly of it, or to rebel againſt it? Beſides, 


in 
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in this ſubjection there is nothing ſlaviſh, diſho- 
norable, or injurious. If the wife, therefore, 
rightly confider and know the things that be- 
long to her true honor and intereſt ; ſhe will not 


tumble at it, but heartily approve, and readily 


concur with it:! By humility, and the fear of 
the Loxp, are riches, honor, and life:“ — 
ce for wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths are peace.“ Moreover, 


Gop hath appointed duties for the huſband 
alſo, which he hath here commanded him to 
perform. Therefore the huſband 1s under an 
obligation to the wife, as well as the wife to the 
huſband : and conſequently he is as accountable 
to God for his conduct, as the wife is for her's : 
for as the wife hath not power of her own body 
but the huſband; ſo neither hath the huſband 
power of his own body but the wife : therefore 
adultery, or whoredom, on either fide, is an act 
of injuſtice and wrong done to the other party, 
as well as a dire& violation of the law of God. 
e Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for 
whatſoever 2 man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
reap,”---Gal, 6. Now the duties which God hath 
laid on the huſband, are, I conceive, much 
greater than what he hath laid on the weaker 
veſſel : wherein alſo is manifeſted, both the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, whoſe tender 

mercies 
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Mercies are over all his works, and who lays on 
us no greater burdens than he hath given us 
ſtrength ta-bear.--And whereas God hath expreſly 
commanded the huſband to love his wife, even 
as pimſeif ; and ſet Chriſt before him as a pat- 
tern, and bid him copy after his example; he 
cannot plead ignorance of his duty : but muſt 
be without excuſe if he neglect to perform it. 
The huſband, therefore, is under divine obli- 
gations to love, and ſupport his wife ; and that 
not only in the bloom of youth, when comely 
and pleaſant, and in the time of health and 
affluence : but alſo in fickneſs and poverty; and 
when under affliction and trouble --- in adver/ity 
as well as proſperity-— and that through the 
whole term of life, for ſo is his agreement and 
covenant with her. Thus hath Chriſt alſo loved 
the Church,--- having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end.” 
John. xili. 2.---A change therefore in the wite's 
condition, or circumſtances, (through infirmity) 
ought not in the leaſt to occaſion in the huf- 
band a change of diſpoſition, or cauſe him to 
alter his carriage towards her: but at all times, 
and in all conditions, he muft ſtill endeavor 
to make her life comfortable, and happy. And, 
ſhould he, at any time, be tempted, and 
through the ſtrength of remaining ſelfiſhneſs, 


pride, or corruption, be inclined to neglect his 
E afflicted, 
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afflicted, complaining, helpleſs wife :---let him 
conſider the example of Chriſt ; recollect the di- 
vine command; and fear to offend his God. 
»--Is he preſſed hard, and borne down by the 
violence of temptation, and in imminent danger of 


being quite overcome by the united powers, and 


force of fin, and ſatan :—let him diligently ſearch 
the ſcriptures for direction, and cry to the 
ſtrong for ſtrength ; for it is written, “ Reſiſt 
the devil, and he will flee from you.” —“ draw 


nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you,” — 


©& for fin ſhall not have dominion over you, be- 
cauſe ye are not under the law, but under 
grace,” James iv. 7, 8. Rom. vi. 14.—If the 


wife, eſpecially in the time of affliction, ſhould 


ſome times a& imprudently, be pettiſh and im- 
patient; yet the wiſe and faithful huſband, will 
no more expoſe her infirmities; nor exerciſc 
ſeverity towards her: than he would wiſh to have 
his own infirmities expoſed (and what huſband 
is wholly without them ?) or the wounds and 


diſeaſes of his own body handled roughly :-+bur 
in the very ſame manner as he treats the one, in 
order to preſerve and heal it; even ſo let him 


treat the other likewiſe : for they two are 
one fleſh.” Yet he ought not to countenance, or 
encourage her in that which is wicked, 4mmoral, 
or prophane ; any more than himſelf, For if 


the huſband be a man that truly fears God, he 


knows 
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knows fin to be the greateſt of evils, and abhors 


it in himſelf; and therefore becauſe he loves 
his wife, he will diſcountenance, and reprove 
it in her alſo. And for the ſame reaſon, the du- 


tiful and affectionate wife ought, in the ſpirit 
of meekneſs, to reprove fin in her huſband like- 


wiſe: and every godly huſband will take it 
kindy at her hand, and even thank her for it. 


For true love is neither blind nor brutiſh 3 but 


guided by underſtanding, and conducted with 


judgment. For the Lord Chriſt doth not coun» 


tenance his Church, in any fin whatever : but, 
if ſhe walk contrary to him, (which is both her 
fault and her folly) he will then walk contrary 
to her; and that becauſe he loves her : where- 


fore he ſaith, * As many as I love, I rebuke and 


chaſten. And this he doth to bring them to a 


ſenſe of their dangerous errors, that they may 
repent, and turn from them, and live; for 
which kind and faithful reproofs they will after- 
wards both love, and thank him the more, In 
like manner, every conſiderate, and chriſtian 
wife, when ſhe is made truly ſenſible of the evil 
tendency of her conduct, will afterwards thank 
her huſband, that he did not indulge her, to her 
ruin; and approve of his carriage towards her: 
and will thank God alſo for giving her, not on- 
ly an affectionate, but alſo a wiſe and under- 
ſtanding huſband; who, by laying a proper 
E 2 reſtraint 
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reſtraint upon her, hath been the means of pre- 
ſerving her from ruin, and deſtruction. 


AGAIN, © Becauſe the huſband hath not power 
of his own body, but the wife:” Therefore as 
the wife is for the huſband, ſo is the huſband for 
the wife: and thus the Church is for Chriſt, 
and Chriſt for the Church, and that in all things; 
and hence he faith, ' ©. The body is not for 
fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body,” 1 Cor. vi. 13.--Therefore, «* De- 
fraud you not one another, except it be with 
conſent for a time, to give yourſelves to faſting 
and prayer, and come together again.” —* Bur 
whoſo committeth - adultery with a woman 
lacketh underſtanding : he that doth it deſtroy- 
eth his own ſoul. A wound and diſhonor ſhall 
he get, and his reproach ſhall not be wiped 
away,” Prov. vi. 32, 33. Wherefore, © take 
heed. to your ſpirit, and let none deal treacher- 
ouſly. againſt the wife of his youth,” Mal. ii. 15. 
And, . ſpeaking of divorce, our Lord aſſures 
us, that, ** whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, 
except for fornication, and ſhall marry another, 
committeth adultery ;” conſequently, whoſoever 
ſhall take, and co-babit with another woman 
befides his own wife, committeth adultery 


- alſo. Thus not only the temporary Jewiſh 


law of divorce is now repealed, but the poly- 
| gamy 
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gamy and concubinage alſo, which was prac» 
tiſed and connived at, under that diſpenſation, 
is plainly diſallowed, and condemned by the 
goſpel : for the darkneſs of former times is paſt, 
and the true light now ſhineth, whereby all 
| things are made manifeſt, and reſtored alſo, 
wc by Chriſt, to their original ſimplicity :—for God 
made them male and femate—therefore © to. 
avoid fornicarion, or whoredom, let every man. 
have his own wife, and every woman her own, 
huſband.”--- But how contrary is all this to the 
practice of many amongſt us !—Is not our land 
then full of adulterers, &c ? And ſhall not the 
Lorp be avenged on ſuch a nation as this ?--- 
Under the law, adultery was made a. capital 
offence, and accordingly was puniſhed with. 
death : from whence, I think, it plainly follows, 
that the marriage-union, by that offence, was 
ſuppoſed to be diſſolved; and the obligation, 
which before was mutual, made void. And, as 
that complicated crime is not made capital by 
.the laws of this land, the legiflator hath pro- 
vided for the relief of the injured party, by 
admitting of a divorce :- but as a divorce cannot 
be obtained without confiderable expence, 
none but the rich and opulent, however greatly 
injured, can obtain relief, or receive any be- 
nefit from it. Is there not then a manifeſt 
defect in this branch of the law; unleſs i 
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could be ſuppoſed that none but the opulent, 
and great ones of the world, were- capable of 
committing that fin : but as it is too plain to 
be denied, that many of the lower claſs likewiſe, 
are equally guilty of it; ſurely a divorce, if 
juſt and lawful, ought to be within the 


reach of the meaneſt ſubject; and therefore, 


to be obtained with little, or no expence what- 
ever: for why ſhould not the injured peaſant, 
or tradeſman, or mechanic, receive the be- 
nefit of the laws of his country, as well as the 
rich and great? And whereas adultery was 
made death under the law, without diſtinction of 
perſons, and without exception: certainly di- 
vorce, which is a leſs puniſhment, is every way 
juſtifiable and lawful.---Moreover, the adulter. 
ous wife ſeems to repreſent an unfaithful, 
and apoſtate Church; as on the other hand, an 


adulterous huſband repreſents a falſe Chriſt; 


and therefore both of them are to be deſtroyed, 
«The adulterer and the adultereſs ſhall ſurely 


be put to death,” Lev. xx. 10. Acts v. 36, 37. 


Nevertheleſs, their ſin is not in itſelf unpar- 
donable, for they who fincerely repent, and 
turn to God; confeſſing and forſaking their fin, 
ſhall aſſuredly find mercy. See 2 Sam. Xt, 13. 
Ter. iii. 1, 12, 13. 20. 22. Matt. xii. 31. John. 
viii, 11, Rev. ii. 22. But I muſt draw towards 


2 Cloſe. 
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Ie both the huſband and the wife ſincerely 
endeavor, and mutually agree to obſerve, and 
obey, this heavenly law of humility, and ſubmiſ- 
fion ; of love, and kindneſs ; if you ſeek peace 


and conſtantly purſue it, according to the di- 


vine word and commandment : there 15 no doubt 
but the bleſſing of God, the God of love and 
peace, will be with yan; and then, however 
you may meet with trials and troubles abroad, 
you will be always ſure of finding comfort, and 
peace at home :---and without all diſpute, 
war abroad, and peace at home; is better than 
peace abroad, and war at bome. 


Axp I hope, that you, my friend, who have 
lately entered into this new relation, and at 
whoſe requeſt this ſermon was preached, will 
be eminently exemplary, as a husband; and 
be abundantly bleſſed with every divine bleſ- 
ſing neceſſary to make the marriage ftate truly 
comfortable, and happy. And, as the words 
of the text alſo were your own choice, may 


I not hkewiſe hope, that it was yaur earneſt 


defire, and will be your conſtant endeavor, to 
fulfil the precept, and diſcharge. the duty, 
which God, by his apoſtle, hath here given 
you.-—-As your intereſts are united, fo muſt 
your hearts be likewiſe. Both riches and honor, 
health and happineſs, come from God; there- 
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fore ſeek his face, call upon him, and bleſs 
his name continually : and, at the ſame time, 
let it be your earneſt care to pleaſe God in all 
things, and to offend him in nothing.---Pray 
with and for each other; and that with all 
perſeverance : without ceaſing and without faint- 
ing. God is faithful, he waiteth to be gra- 


cious, he loveth uprightneſs, and he knoweth 


them that truſt in him. And have you not, 
my dear vir, already begun as you would wiſh, 
and intend to finiſh ?---I hope you have.---A 
good beginning promiſes a good ending--- 


yet prepare for temptation, for he ſaith, © Such 


ſhall have trouble in the fleſh.”----There are 


trials peculiar to a married ſtate, (and doubt- 


leſs they are neceſſary for us) but none can 
rightly, or fully know them, except 
from experience only. Therefore, prepare 
for them, that when they come, and you 
begin to feel their force, you may not be ſur- 


priſed at them, nor fall under them If thou 
: faint in the day of adverſity, thy ſtrength is 


fmall.” You are now called to bear not your 
own infirmities, troubles, and burdens only; 
but thoſe of your wife alſo. The doctrine, 
inſtruction, and diſcipline of the croſs, is in- 


deed what few can bear : yet the excellent 


leſſons of ſelf-denial and moderation, humility 
and meekneſs, patience and long: ſuffering; 
. | are 


— — * 


-- 25M 


A WEDDING SERMON: 57 


are rightly taught, and truly learnt in no other 
{chool whatever: -“ Tribulation worketh 


patience.” ----Watch therefore ; ----watch and 


fear;---watch, fear, and pray always; look- 
ing unto Jeſus, and he will keep you.--- 
You know your rule — the written word; 
you know your pattern—Chriſt's example.--- 
You know alſo, that your ſtrength is in him, 
and muſt be received from him :“ be not, 
therefore, overcome of evil, but avercome 
evil with good.” But if what I have ſpoken on 
this ſubject (which, though important, is very 
rarely treated of) be according to {cripture, 
and the analogy of faith, I hope and pray, 
that a divine bleſſing may attend it to the 


hearers in general; and that it may be made 


particularly uſeful, not to yourſelf only, but 
alſo to your amiable conſort 3 who, if I miſtake 
not, hath already begun to adorn herſelf with 
the moſt excellent of all ornaments, even © that 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit :” Go on then, my 
dear Madam, praying, and endeavoring, in the 
ſtrength of Chriſt, to increaſe therein yet more 


and more; and having adorned yourſelf with 


theſe divine virtues, and heavenly ornaments, 


wear them continually : never lay them aſide. 


For theſe, together with chaſte and conſtant af- 
fection towards your husband; with humility, 
diſcretion, and charity; will complete your 

character 
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character as a chriſtian wife: and, through 
grace, will enable you likewiſe, to diſcharge 
every relative duty, whether it reſpect your 
husband, or children, or ſervants; and that 
with eaſe and ſatisfaction both to yourſelf, and 
to all around you, Study, then, I beſeech you, 
to get a thorough acquaintance with theſe 
* chriſtian virtues, until you find your whole ſou! 
under their delightful influence—until they 
appear as ſo many gems and jewels, ſparkling 
and ſhining through the whole of your daily 
walk and converſation; to the glory of God, 
the honor of your husband, and the increafing 
comfort of your own fſoul.---Theſe heavenly 
ornaments you may wear in every place, and 
carry about you, wherever you g0.--They ſuit,-- 
they ſhine, in all places, and all company. 
---They can neither be tarnifhed nor loſt ; nor 
can any one rob you of them---Theſe are the 
the moſt brilliant and abiding ornaments ; and 
in theſe conſiſt the true beauty and excellency 
of every married wife. Happy is the woman 
that is adorned with them! May not fuch a 
one, without flattery, be called an angel ? 
for this is that beauty which is from above, 
and is abiding ; which age cannot wrinkle, 
nor time deface ; but as for all other beauties, 
where this is wanting, however they may be 
reckoned, and termed angels, by their fiatter- 

ing 
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ing and deluded admirers ; they will be found 
upon trial, to reſemble none but the fallen an- 
gels only: for their ſuperficial ſæin- deep beauty 
will fade as the roſe, and periſh as the bloſſom, 
ſcorched and blaſted with the eaſt wind Fa- 
vor is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a wo- 
man that feareth the Lord ſhe ſhall be praiſ- 
cd,” 


Now what hath been more largely treated 
of, in the foregoing diſcourſe, ſo far as it re- 
lates to the duties of the huſband and wife, 
may be briefly ſuramed up in the following par- 
ticulars : 


1. Ler both parties make it their conſtant 
endeavor to act from a principle of conſcience, 
walking in the fear of God, and aiming to 
pleaſe him in all things. Let the wife regard 
the Church as her pattern; and let the husband 
conſider Chriſt as his example, 


2. LET neither party look for perfection in 
the other ; for both are fallen creatures, both 
have their infirmities, and both of you are 
liable to be tempted : therefore be ye always 
prepared, and ready to make all reaſonable 
allowance, and excuſe for the weakneſſes and 
imperfections, which may ſometimes appear in 

each 
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each others words or actions. - Mutual in- 
dulgence and forbearance, will, on certain 
occaſions, be found needful on both ſides. 
And who 1s there that is not ready to bear 
with, and forgive the complaints, and weak- 
neſſes of his own fleſh ? 


3. LEr all groundleſs ſuſpicions, and jea- 
louſes be rejected and condemned on both fides; 
and ſuffer no one to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord, 
or ſtir up ſtrife between you, Let flatterers, 
tale-bearers, and buſy-bodies, never be reckon» 


ed among the number of your real friends and 
acquaintance, 


. 4. IF an angry or provoking expreſſion hap- 
pen to drop from either fide, let not the other 
immediately notice or regard it ; unleſs it be 
abſolutely neceſſary: for it is better to be deſ- 
piſed and treated with contempt; than to be 
overcome with paſhon, and kindle a flame 
which may not be eafily extinguiſhed : for 
though all things be lawful, yet all things 
are not expedient. It admonition or reproof 
be judged neceſſary, let it never be given in the 
heat of anger, but deferred till afterwards ; 
when it may be done coolly, with judgment 
and without fin,---and, if poſſible, let it never 
be given in public, and before company; but 


it 
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m private, and when the parties are alone by 
themfelves. 


5. NeveR aggravate nor put the worſt con- 
ſtruction upon one another's words or actions, 
though they may ſeem harſh and provoking: 
but rather excuſe the unkindneſs, and ſoften 
their acrimony, by putting the beſt and moſt 
favorable meaning on them which you poſſibly 
can, conſiſtent with truth and a good con- 
ſcience---for Love covereth all faults. We 
may alſo miſtake the intent and meaning of 
the ſpeaker ;---therefore be not haſty, and raſh 
in judging—* he that is ſlow. to anger, is of 
great underſtanding.” 


6. Ir one party ſhould neglect, or refuſe to 
diſcharge thoſe duties which God hath com- 
manded, let not the other do ſo too: if the 
husband be paſſionate, or a ſwearer, or a drunk- : 
ard, &c. let not the wife be the ſame. Why 
thould ſhe deſtroy her own ſoul, becauſe the 
husband is reſolved to deſtroy his ? 


7. LEr not the faithful and prudent wife be 
counted unworthy of being made acquainted 
with her huſband's private and temporal affairs 
nor of being often adviſed with, and conſulted 
by him ; and, in ſome caſes, of being followed, 

when 
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when her advice is reaſonable, and proper. 
Abraham, at God's command, hearkened to the 
voice of his wife, and yet Sarah did not after- 
wards take upon her to dictate to her huſband ; 
nor uſurp authority over him. Manoah alſo, 
received help and encouragement, by his wife's 
juſt remark, and obſervation.---God formed Eve 


and brought her unto Adam, to be a help meet 
for him. 


8. LEr the wife never be counted, or treated as 
a ſlave, or ſervant; but honored and reſpected as 
the miſtreſs of the family: Giving honor to 
the wife as to the weaker veſſel, and as heirs 
together of the grace of life, that your prayers 
be not hindered.”---When Hagar, Sarah's hand- 
maid, behaved inſolent towards her, ſhe com- 
plained of it to her husband : and Abraham ſaid 
unto her, © Behold, thy maid is in thine hand; 
do to her as it pleaſeth thee,” 


9. IF by any means, a miſunderſtanding, or 
breach ſhould happen, between the husband and 
the wife; let it be rectified, and healed, as ſoon as 
poſhble.--Heredelays are dangerous. Let neither 
party be obſtinate, nor unforgiving. That which 
excels in grace and wiſdom, will be always moſt 
ready todeviſe, and propoſe conciliating meaſures, 
and the inottforward to promote them: He that 
covereth 
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covereth tranſgreſſion ſeeketh love ;” or peace, 
the effect of love: * and he that ruleth his ſpi- 
rit 15 better than he that taketh a city.” 


10. Lr each other's true honor, peace, and 
intereſt, be mutually defired, and diligently 
purſued; and that in all circumſtances, and 
with all perſeverance. As perſons truly yoked, 
help and aſſiſt each other: confidering your 
gains, or loſſes ; joys, or ſorrows, as reciprocal 
and mutual.“ Bear ye one another's burdens, 
and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt.” “ The wiſe 
ſhall inherit glory, but ſhame ſhall be the pro- 
motion of tools.” 


Bur, before I quite finiſh my diſcourſe, I am 
deſirous of addreſſing myſelf to the unmarried, 
and vounger part of my auditory ; and wiſh to 
give them a few words of advice, which, 
through a divine bleſſing, may prove both 
ſeaſonable and profitable to them. 


Axp, Firſt, I beſcech and exhort you, my 
voung friends, not to be raſh and haſty in this 
important matter---it is moſt important in itſelf, 
and weighty in its conſequences----of all the 
natural relations, engagements, and connexions 
in life ; none are ſo important, and weighty as 
this. The happineſs or miſery of a perſon's 

| whole 


e 


— 


64 A WEDDING SERMON. 
whole life doth, in a great meaſure, often de- 
, pend upon it. Therefore, I adviſe you careful- 
ly to ſhun and avoid all improper familiarity ; 
and enter into no Connexions, 21th a view 10 mar- 
riage, in the very youthfu! part of life -a modeſt 
and prudent yeſerve is comely, and commen- 
dable in all young perſons, of both ſexes. It 
is much eaſter to prevent a fire, than to. extin- 
guiſh it, after it is once kindled.—If the affec- 
tions be engaged and placed on an object (it 
matters not how fooliſhly and improperly fixed) 
they are then apt to carry the perſon violently 
towards it, though it be to his own ruin.—Luſt 
and paſſion are headſtrong things: they will 
neither be awed by threats, nor convinced by 
arguments ; they are deaf to all reaſon and re- 
monſtrance. Would you therefore, eſcape the 
fatal ſnare ?—take warning, and be wiſe in time: 
—ſuffer not yourſelves to be led by felf-will, 
nor governed by lawleſs paſſion; but let under- 
ſtanding direct, and prudence guide, your ſteps. 
J exhort you, therefore, to avoid; carefully 
avoid, all improper intimacy; and enter into 
no connexion with any perſon whatever, with 
a view to marriage ; without previouſly con- 
ſulting and adviſing with your beſt and neareſt 
friends and relations. Be not wiſe in your 
own conceit,”---and your beft friends will never 
oppole your honeſt deſigns; if the perſon pro- 
2 | poſed 
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poſed be ſuitable and proper: nor will they 


make unreaſonable objections.] 


SECONDLY, if you have any religion yourſelf, 


never ſeek, nor wiſh to be connected with a per- 
ſon that hath no religion; much leſs with one 
that is bigotted to a corrupt and falſe religion: for 
as a union of heart and ſentiment in religious 
matters, is one of the ſtrongeſt bonds of peace; 
and a ſource of the moſt rational, and abiding 
joy and conſolation : ſo, on the contrary, where 


perſons are various, and diſunited in heart and 
opinion about religion, every other bond of 


peace is eaſily broken: and their religious dif- 
ference often becomes the occaſion, and cauſe 
of mutual hatred, and endleſs ſtrife between 
them: for how can two comfortably walk, 
much leſs dwell together, except they be a- 
greed ? © Be not therefore unequally yoked with 
unbelievers, for what fellowſhip hath light with, 
darkneſs? and what concord hath Chriſt with 


Belial ? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel ?” 2. Cor. vi. 14, 15. 


TairDLY, next to religion, conſider the per- 
ſon's temper, and diſpoſition ; and endeayor, 
by all proper means, to get a thorough know- 
ledge of it: for a ſlothful and ſullen diſpoſition 


is burdenſome and grievous----that which is 
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proud and obſtinate ; over-bearing, turbulent, 
and perverſe---and, a felfiſh worldly ſpirit is 
never fatisfied.---But that temper and diſpoſi- 
tion which is'prudently meek and gentle, frank 
and open, active and generous, compaſſionate 
and kind, forbearing, and forgiving ; is ami- 
able and pleaſant : and far more to be defired 
than a large fortune. Theſe then are the tem- 
pers and qualifications chiefly to be regarded, 
and ſought after, by every one that wiſhes to 
live comfortable and happy in a married ſtate 
---lving in the fear of God.---For beauty will 
fade, and riches waſte and periſh; and where 
thoſe religious and moral excellencies are want- 
ing; riches, inſtead of proving a real bleſſing, 
and comfort to the poſſeſſors; are often an oc 
caſion of additional miſchief and ſorrow: but 
when a perſon is truly religious, and of a meek 
and amiable temper, every other defect, is, in a 
great meaſure, ſupplied ; for theſe are eſſential 
to the perſon, and abiding; but the others, 
viz. wealth, and external beauty, are merely 
accidental, and tranſient : they will ſoon; very 
ſoon, droop, and fade, and periſh :---yet no 
one, in my opinion, ought to marry another, 
whoſe perſon is difagreeable to him, or to her: 

leſt it ſhould prove a ſnare to them.---But, 

after all; the moſt ſuitable and happy marriages 


in this world, are not without their trials and 
ä troubles 
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troubles. Be not, therefore, my young friends, 
carried away with dreams, and fancies---all rs 
not gold that glitters---the world is full of 
counterfeits---that which ſeems to promiſe, 
and from whence we expect to receive, the 
greateſt pleaſure and happineſs; often proves, up- 
on trial, quite the reverſe ; and becomes a ſource 
and occaſion of ſorrow and diſtreſs unknown 
before. Be not, therefore, haſty in this matter; 
for in this caſe, delays are ſeldom dangerous.— 
It is a matter, as was before obſerved, moſt 
intereſting, and important; and no wiſe perſon 
will engage in a matter of importance, but with 
great caution ; and after having duly weighed, 
and well conſidered it. If you know not, and 
never ſhould know, the joys and comforts of a 
married ſtate; remember, at the ſame time, 
that you are alſo free from the trials, and cares, 
and troubles of it. For no earthly condition, or 
relation whatever, is wholly free from vexation 
and ſorrow, —Its comforts are carnal and earth- 
ly, not ſpiritual and heavenly ; tranfient and pre- 
carious, not permanent and abiding. Wherefore 
then ſhouldſt thou ſet thine heart on ſuch incon- 
ſtant, and uncertain, and periſhing delights ? 
The apoſtle hath plainly declared that, in his 
judgment, they who remain fingle and un- 
married, are better and happier, than they 
who enter into a marriage ſtate, becaufe they 
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have leſs care and trouble: yet, as every man hath 
his proper gift of God, and on ſome the gift of 


continence is not beſtowed ; and therefore they 
have not power over their own will; it is bet- 


ter for ſuch perſons to marry than not. Al- 


though, then, it be good for a man not to 


touch a woman, 1. e. not to marry ; yet as 


our Lord obſerved to his diſciples, *“ All 


men cannot receive that ſaying, but thoſe only 
to whom it is given.” Therefore, if thou marry, 


thou haſt not ſinned, “ for marriage is honor- 


able in all, and the bed undefiled.”----But, 
whilſt you remain fingle or unmarried, be care- 
ful to avoid, and “ abſtain from all appearance 
of evil.”---Suffer not yourſelves to be ſeduced, 


and corrupted: by the ungodly example of any 


other youth, however numerous they may be, 
and though generally followed : let them not 
allure and perſuade you, to walk with them in 
the broad road to deſtruction ; for the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, „Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil.” Therefore, flee fornication, and 
every other ſpecies of youthful luſt. Let your 
words and actions, at all times, and in all 
places, be decent, comely, and pure: for, if 
otherwiſe, you will treaſure up to yourſelves 
wrath againſt a future day of wrath, when God 
will aſſuredly viſit you for your paſt iniquities 
and follies. For © the eyes of the Logp are in 

every 
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every place beholding the evil and the good.“ 
You can hide nothing from God : for to him 
the darkneſs and the light are both alike, and 
the night ſhineth as the day. Therefore do no- 
thing in ſecret, which would make you aſha- 
med, and which you would not avow before the 
face of men and angels : for that God who can- 
not lye, and who is alſo omniſcient, and omnt- 
preſent, and omnipotent; hath declared and 
teſtified, that he will diſcover, make maniteſt, 
and cauſe to be publiſhed, before the whole 
world, the hidden works of darkneſs : For God 
will bring every work into judgment, with every ſe- 
cret thing, whether it be good or whether it be 
evil.—Many nations, and families, and indivi- 
duals alſo, as the ſcripture fully teſtifies ; have 
been, and are, chaſtened of God, and puniſhed 
for their fins ; and ſometimes months, and years, 
after thoſe. fins have been committed ; becauſe 
they have not been duly humbled for them, and 
heartily repented of them.—Though God be 
long-ſuffering, and flow to anger, for he de- 
lighteth in mercy; yet the impenitent will find 
at laſt, that God hath neither forgotten, nor 
forgiven their iniquities: but the truly humble 
and repenting ſinner ſhall find mercy.— Thou 
makeſt me, ſaith Job, to poſſeſs the iniquities of 
my youth.“ See alſo Pſalm xxv. 7. 
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IT BxsEEcH, and exhort you therefore; chief- 
ly, and, in the firſt place, to ſeek the kingdom 
of God, and his righteouſneſs; and then, all 
temporal ſupports and comforts, which are 
neceſſary for your true honor, peace, and hap- 
pineſs, ſhall be added unto you. If you wait on 
the Loxp, and call upon his name, and heartily 
defire to be led, and guided by his word and 
Spirit ; his moſt wiſe and wonderful providence, 
will undoubtedly make your way clear and 
plain: and then, in due time, he will grant 
you your heart's defire ; he will grant it, not 
with a curſe, as he did to the murmuring Iſrael- 
ites of old; but with his divine favor and bleſ- 
nag: for it is written, © Delight thyſelf in the 
Lorp, and he ſhall give thee the defires of thine 
heart.” Know therefore aſſuredly, that no crea- 


' tures, nor ordinances, are, nor can be, any fur- 


ther a real good, or profitable to us; than what 


God, by his bleffing, is pleaſed to make them, 
And may that God, who is ſupremely wiſe 
and gracious, both direct you by his word, and 


enable you by his Spirit, to regard his high au- 
thority, follow his unerring counſel, and walk 
in his holy fear; ſo ſhall you proſper in all 
things.—W herefore, let it be your conſtant en- 


deavor to glorify God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 


both in your body and in your ſpirit, which are 
God's. Ta him be glory for ever. Amen 


